The Dump
By Arlene Cole
      My information on the history of the “dump” in Newcastle comes from the Newcastle Town Reports, through the years. When, in 1939, the Town voted to have a dump the Selectmen purchased a lot of land for $275 and paid $17.08 for care of the dump for the year. The land for the new dump site, according to the Registry of Deeds in Wiscasset, was purchased from Helen Foster, wife of N.H. Foster, on March 29, 1939. The deed reads, in part, “A certain lot or parcel of land situated in said Newcastle on the easterly side of the road leading from Newcastle to Damariscotta Mills, known as the New Road … three acres more or less.”
      In 1942 the Town paid $14.24 for labor on the Dump, $6 for labor on the road to the dump and $16.40 for a new gate. Credit for gravel taken from the land and sold by the Town was $14.30 leaving a total expense for the year of $22.34. In 1946 it was proposed a shed be built on the Dump Lot on the Mills Road. 
     Tthe site of the “old dump,” had gate posts. Are they new posts or are they all that is left of the $16.40 gate project and the old town dump? The location is now used to store sand for roads in winter and as a place to park equipment used for plowing and sanding the roads. 
     By 1970 Newcastle had outgrown its dump. A new location was bought on Rt. 215. Construction costs were $3500. The new dump opened in August and the Mills location was closed. 
     As time went by the dump became more specialized. In 1975 a disposal area of about two acres was set aside for septic tank sludge disposal. An access road was built and costs were reimbursed by neighboring towns. A user free was accessed with the hope it would pay for the yearly maintenance. 
     In 1976 it was found necessary to limit dumping privileges to Town residents, property owners and other authorized people. A fence with gates were installed and posted hours were published. An attendant was hired. 
     The word “dump” had disappeared from the report by 1980 and it was now a “sanitary landfill site.” It became necessary to shorten the hours at the landfill to save expenses. State regulations required the trash be covered. Several ideas were discussed and voted on. Disposing of trash had become a big business. 
     To make a long story short, Newcastle joined with the Nobleboro/Jefferson Transfer Station in 1994. The Report from the Transfer Station writes of tipping fees, of demolition material, recycling material to reduce solid waste and developing a recycling area for metal, brush, clean wood and compost material.
