Superintendent Blynne Allen Story 
By Arlene Cole
       Blynne Allen came to Newcastle with his family in 1924. He had accepted an appointment as Superintendent of Schools for Union 74. Mr. Allen was born in Raymond on June 1, 1888. His parents were Abner and Alice Dingley Allen. He graduated from Norway High School, Cornell University, and did graduate work at Harvard and Columbia. He held the degrees of L.L.B. and Doctor of Jurisprudence, according to information printed in The Lincoln County News notes Mr. Allen as, “Just before coming to the Union No. 74, he was located in the South.” 
       The Allen family rented a house in Newcastle village, across from what is now the Lincoln Academy Performing Arts Building. Later, in 1935, Blynne and Florence Allen bought the old Sam Kelsey house at the top of Academy Hill. (It would be 15 more years before my husband George and I built our house across the road from them, and became their neighbors.) 
        Julia E. Barker is listed as the Superintendent before Mr. Allen, in the 1925 Town Report. She was, also, the head teacher at Franklin School. She is listed as receiving her Superintending salary through June. I assume, Blynne Allen took over in July, for he is listed as being paid for Newcastle’s part of his salary from July on. Of interest, he received $22.20 for salary from Newcastle for that month. The amount per month varied for the rest of the year, but it was never over $30 per month. 
        Blynne Allen made his first report in the Town Report in 1925. He noted that Newcastle’s tax rate for municipal purposes was $36 per thousand of which $8.90 was devoted to the schools. His plan was for “a good command of the three R’s, reading, writing, and arithmetic. Good English – both oral and written. Study of local geography, history, and government. The development of good health habits. Training for home life and good citizenship.” 
        Mr. Allen arrived in Newcastle at a time when rural schools were being slowly closed down. He comments that, “Many rural districts previously thickly settled in the older days are now almost abandoned. Two schools have been closed for several years while the schools at Pond Road, Damariscotta Mills, Sheepscot, and South Newcastle have a very small number of pupils.” As it would be difficult to convey these children to other schools he felt it would be unwise to close the schools down at this time. But the consolidating was inevitable. By his death in 1952, the only rural school left in Newcastle was Edison. 
        One of the problems Mr. Allen had to face, as he settled in as Superintendent, was the recession of the late 1920s and early 1930s. People were out of work and had very little money. Mr. Allen reported in the 1935 Town Report, “The recommendation for common schools made by your School Committee for the coming town meeting is $3500 as compared to the appropriation of $6000 for common schools in 1932. This is a reduction of over 40 percent.” Cost for the students, per capita, was approximately $35. 
        Mr. Allen also faced the problems that were, later, caused by World War II. In the 1943 Report, Mr. Allen calls it his “teacher problem.” The need for manpower in military services and in war industries had made an extremely heavy drain on the teacher personnel. He expected the situation to continue as the war progressed and he thanked all the teachers who had stayed in their schools. The teachers at the schools helped with the paperwork when the government rationed sugar, gasoline, fuel oil and other products. They also helped in organizing drives to buy war bonds, collect scrap and milkweed floss for aviators’ suits and life jackets. Fingerprinting was carried on at the schools with all pupils above the fourth grade being finger printed. Students practiced drills on what to do in case of an air raid. Blynne 
       Allen was a reserved man and in the short time I was his neighbor, I never really got to know him. Florence was more social and we became good neighbors and friends. Mr. Allen had a coupe he drove during World War II and for a time after the war was over. As Superintendent, he would start out in the morning on his business. He often visited at the different schools. He would walk into the classroom and quietly take a seat at the rear of the room. There he would sit and observe what was going on. He knew first hand about how each school was doing. He was a quiet man but his number of years of service to the district show he had his eyes and ears open for the good of the schools. 
       At this time, Union 74 was composed of the towns of Newcastle, Damariscotta, Bristol and South Bristol. It is probably that Mr. Allen had many of his meetings with the School Committees of the towns at the schools, but his office was at his home. His wife, Florence, was his secretary although I can find no place in the Town Reports where any salary was paid to her. Blynne Allen did receive payment for postage and telephone calls. Florence Allen interviewed prospective teachers. (She even offered me a position during the Korean War. I suspect teachers were scarce at that time.) She taught briefly at Franklin school but I think it was another case of not being able to hire someone for the position. She did the bookkeeping. Members of the school Committee would drop in at all times of the day to sign the payroll. She once told me that she would never vote for anyone running for the office of School Committee, as she did not want to have to work with anyone she had voted against. 
          Front page news for Jan. 17, 1952, in The Lincoln County News reported, “Supt. Blynne Allen resigns”. At a meeting of the joint boards, he resigned as of March 1st. After 28 years as Superintendent of Schools for Union 74, Blynne Allen was calling it quits. He had been ill for two months and felt he could no longer meet the demands of the office. Then the Jan. 24 front page reported his death. I will just quote the first paragraph of that news report. “The community was shocked this morning to hear of the death of Supt. of Schools, Blynne Allen of Newcastle. Mr. Allen, who had been ill for some time, resigned recently, his resignation to be effective, March 1.
