Sheepscot Woman 
Has Sign That Hung Over Historic Bridge century and Half Ago
(Special Dispatch to Sunday Telegram) 
Submitted by Tracy L. Verney
          Jan. 25- Although curious to eyes of the present generation the sign in the above photograph was common to people of this section of the State a century and a half ago. It is one of two that hang on the ends of the Sheepscot River Bridge at Sheepscot.  Lafayette in 1824 must have crossed the bridge on his way to pay a tribute at the grave of his friend and companion, in arms, Gen. Henry Knox, and probably paid the regular fee of six pence for a horse and rider.  It was during the May session of the Massachusetts Legislature in 1793 that an act was passed for the purpose of building a bridge over the Sheepscot River in Lincoln County and for supporting the same, at Averill’s Ferry, between the towns of Pownalborough and Newcastle.  
         David Sylvester, John Page and Timothy Parson’s were made a corporation to build and maintain the bridge, which was to have a draw for passage of vessels.  It was to be at least 28 feet wide; the scale of tolls as shown on the sign was as follows: “  Each foot passenger, two pence; each horse and rider, six pence; horse and chaise, chair or sulky, one shilling; each riding sleigh drawn by one horse, one shilling; each coach, chariot phaeton or four wheel carriage for passengers, one shilling and pence, each; each curricle, one shilling; each cart, sled, sleigh or other carriage of burden drawn by more than one beast, nine pence; each horse without a rider and cattle, three pence each; for sheep and swine, six pence per dozen.  One person and no more shall be allowed to each team as a driver to pass free of toll.”  On the sign, the word cents is used instead of pence. 
         The charter was good for 70 years, but in 1862, it was renewed for 30 years, and in 1893, the charter was extended one year.  The same year, the Commissioners of Lincoln County were authorized to lay out and establish a highway over the bridge.  This was done, and the day the new bridge was completed and opened to the public free of all toll, was one of great celebration at Sheepscot.  There was music, speeches and all the usual field day attractions of that period.  A few years ago, the bridge was rebuilt in more modern and substantial manner.  During the heavy rainstorm a few weeks ago, the river rose rapidly and ice became packed against the structure in such a manner, that there were fears it would be swept away, however, it came through the test, and remains standing.  The curious old sign, which many people in this vicinity feel some historical society should endeavor to obtain and keep the choice relics of that period, is now owned by Mrs. Stella Doe of Sheepscot. (This sign has since been sold to an unknown antique dealer in Rockland, maybe Rubinstein.)
