Newcastle Schoolhouses
By Arlene Cole 
        The Kavanagh School A “list of the various schoolhouses that have been in operation in the Town of Newcastle and their locations” compiled by William Flye in 1956 has been given to the Newcastle Historical Society. William Flye lists 15 school districts in the Town of Newcastle. This list of Flye’s has brought the early schools of Newcastle to my attention. I checked with the Rev. David Quimby Cushman in his History of Ancient Sheepscot and Newcastle. 
        The Rev. Cushman writes about “Schools, From 1753 to 1881”. He writes that early Newcastle did very little to support schools. The people were poor and there was much border warfare. The Town records show that on March 22, 1763 the town “Voted that we have no town schoolmaster this year”. The same year the Town was prosecuted for not having a public school. 
        In 1765, Mr. Eleazer Hudson was hired to teach Newcastle schools. “They also arranged that the school should be kept four months at the ‘Flankers’, (Sheepscot) two months at William Cunninghams, or thereabouts, where a place convenient might be provided; one month at the upper end of the town on Sheepscot river, (Woodbridge’s neighborhood) two months at Damariscotta Mills; two at Abner Perkins, and one month at Damariscotta river.” 
        In 1792, money was voted for schools and, although the amounts varied, some money was voted for schools each year thereafter. On May 10, 1799, the Town voted that all “persons between the ages of 4 and 21 shall be considered scholars by the selectmen.” 
       The Newcastle Historical Society has a record account book by D.W. Hodgkins, Superintendent of Schools, from March 17, 1890 through March 1892. This book, which was given to us by Sanford “Joe” Bartlett, some years ago, divides Newcastle into 15 Districts. Hodgkins and Flye seem to agree there were 15 school districts in Newcastle for many years. 
      They were: District Number 1 was on the River Road and owned by Frances Perkins. It was sometimes called the Perkins school. I called Frances Perkins’ grandson, Tomlin Coggeshall and he confirmed that the school was still there and had been owned by the Perkins. The school is now on the west side of the road. There is an indication that it may have been moved across the road from its original location. His father used it for some time as a studio, but about 1986 it was sold. For a time it was converted into a home, but is now kept as a studio. 
      District Number 2 was on what is now Stewart Street. We have a picture of the old school house, but it is no longer there. It sat on property owned by the late Eenezer Haggett. When Franklin Grammar School was built, Haggett donated much of the material for the new school. District No. 2 and No. 5 had consolidated in the year 1901 and moved to Franklin School. 
      The Damariscotta Mills school was in District Number 3. We have a picture of the school with students standing in front of it, but it too, is gone. The school was down the hill toward the Mills from the Saint Patrick’s Rectory. The school was sometimes referred to as the Kavanagh School. Remains of the foundation are still visible. 
       The original District Number 4 was on the Pond Road, south of Jones’ Corner. Later, Lyman McCurda sold a lot to the town for a new school. Although his land was on the Bunker Hill Road it is still referred to as the Pond Road School. This schoolhouse is still there and used as a storage shed. Although privately owned, the building still maintains its schoolhouse look. 
       District Number 5 was located on the west Hamlet Road. An old map shows it to have been on the corner of the road into what was known as the old Vinal farm. At one time, this was a well-traveled road as the stagecoach traveled over it. Old timers still refer to it as the stagecoach road and where the school was located is referred to as “schoolhouse hill”. This district consolidated with District No. 2 in 1901. 
       I am confused with the description of District Number 6 school. Flye claims it to be “under Railroad Bridge west of Shattuck’s crossing”. Likely it was moved. It was referred to as the Wright School. In 1956, it was the home of Lawrence Boyd. 
        The only information I have on district Number 7 school was that it was in South Newcastle on the Cochran Road. It was called the Beach Hill school and we have a drawing by Olive Metcalf of what the school has developed into. At one time, it was said to have been used by the Town of Edgecomb as one of their schools. 
         District Number 8 was located on the Sheepscot Road East of the Reach Road. It is referred to as the Kennedy School. For ,it has been a home for members of the Dodge family. 
         The Garrison Hill school in Sheepscot was District Number 9. This was the first known school built in Newcastle. According to Cushman, on April 4, 1803, James Cargill and other, were granted leave to build a schoolhouse on the town’s land on Garrison Hill in Sheepscot. As a way to economize, pupils from this school sometimes attended part of the year in Alna School, just across the bridge. Then the Alna children would come to Garrison Hill school for a part of the year. In 1951, the school was bought by the Christian Science Church people and moved to Water Street in Damariscotta. 
          District Number 10 school was in North Newcastle. The building is no more, but it is shown on the 1857 map. For several years after it was no longer used as a schoolhouse, it was used to store hay for the Russell farm. 
         The District Number 11 was located on Dyers Neck. Later, it was moved up to the old mill (Erskine?) and was used as a boarding house. It was about ½ mile west of where Russell’s used to have their store. On Aug. 22, 1900, it was voted to sell the schoolhouse and transport the pupils to District No. 10. It became the home of Lester Hasson. 
         District Number 12 was on the Lynch Road and may have been the school house that used to sit across from the Wood home. Later, when Edison School was built, students from Districts No. 12, 6, 7, 8 and 13 were sent there. 
         District Number 13 was the building which has housed the Town Office for the past few years. This is at the corner of the River Road and Liberty Street. It was also used as a filling station, restaurant and the real estate office of Katherine Coleman. Although it is still there, the Town’s people voted to have it torn down. 
        District 14 was on Academy Hill road, just below the railroad tracks. In 1872, Elijah B. Hussey sold a piece of land to School District No. 14 in the Town of Newcastle. The school was built between the former Mrs. Chandler’s house and the home of the Misses Wright. It was here, along with the grade school that Newcastle had a “Free High School”. (See Article on Newcastle Free High Schools in The Lincoln County News, Dec. 30, 1999) 
         District Number 15 was near the Edgecomb line on the Lynch Road. It was said to have been a part of the Chester Davidson’s ell. Beryl Hunt wrote in The Lincoln County News on May 19, 1983 that Miss Althene Davidson said her kitchen used to be the old schoolhouse where her grandfather went to school, maybe 200 years ago. 
         Edison School on the Lynch Road was built to replace School Districts Number 6, 7, 8 and 12. Franklin Grammar School on the Mills Road was built in 1901 and, at first, replaced School Districts 2, 5, 13 and 14. Later all the Newcastle grade school students came to Franklin School. In 1970 an agreement was made between Newcastle and Damariscotta that the first four grades of each town would attend Franklin School and the grades 5 – 8 would attend Castner School in Damariscotta. In 1979, a new consolidated school was built for Newcastle and Damariscotta students in Damariscotta. Bremen students joined the others in 1997. 
