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By Arlene Cole 
        The Bayley house with attached dorm Kiah Bayley was born in Newbury, Mass. (one reference says Brookfield, Mass.), March 11, 1770, according to Arthur Hamlin in his, Kiah Bayley, Founder of Maine Institutions. Much of the information in this article has been taken from Mr. Hamlin’s book. Kiah Bayley was the second son of Charles and Abigail Safford Bayley. It was a large family, eight boys and two girls. Two of the boys died in infancy. Kiah’s name is believed to have been a shortened form of Hezekiah” which was a common name at that time. Kiah’s father was a potter by trade and a farmer. He moved his family to Newbury, Vt. prior to 1775. This was on the Connecticut River. So it was in this village that Kiah spent his boyhood. Although men from Vermont fought for the country during the American Revolution, Vermont was not one of the original 13 colonies. New Hampshire and New York both wanted it as part of their state. From 1777 to 1791 Vermont was a completely independent Republic. 
        Kiah Bayley was the first from his small village to attend college. He enrolled at Dartmouth College in New Hampshire, also on the Connecticut River, in the fall of 1789. The physical trip of 30 miles was easy but the scholastic leap was much greater. Kiah attended an elementary school. Subjects specified were English, writing and arithmetic. But more than the 3 Rs was required to get in to Dartmouth College. It is believed he was tutored by a local clergyman. Kiah applied himself to the task and four years after entering Dartmouth College, graduated Phi Beta Kappa. To prepare himself for the ministry he sought practical instruction under Nathaniel Emmons, pastor of the church in Wrenthen, Mass. 
         Emmons always had young men living with him in training for the ministry. Why he took in a young lady is not known, but he did. She was Abigail Goodhue and she clearly went to Emmons for religious instruction. Abigail was born May 7, 1756 in Newburyport, Mass. When she was 18 her father died and she was left with the care of her insane mother until she died. She went to live with two half sisters for about ten years. When her sister-in-law died in childbirth she took over the care of the children. At Nathaniel Emmons’ she became acquainted with Kiah Bayley and they were married in 1794. He was 24; she was 38. 
         Kiah Bayley was by then a licensed preacher of the gospel. For more than two years the Bayleys moved from one place to another. In the spring of 1797 Kiah came, by himself, to Newcastle and, after about six months, he was settled as pastor. Newcastle was not a perfect location for a young minister. The people who settled Newcastle had all they could do to make a living and survive. Educational and religious concerns were notably lacking. From 1753 to 1797 there had been only two settled ministers and both of these pastorates were short according to The Rev. David Quimby Cushman in his History of Ancient Sheepscot and Newcastle. In 1794 an action had been brought against the town for not having the gospel “statedly preached”. At the same time the town voted to, once again, build a meetinghouse. 
        An even greater problem was that the two settlements were at opposite sides of the Town. Churches were built, or half built, and abandoned. As the future was to show, the two settlements solved the problem by each having its own church, which they still do to this day. By 1788, Cushman writes “the feeling was increasing to unite in one meeting and one House. For April 18, the minds of the town were so far harmonized as to pass the important vote: ‘To have a Meetinghouse built on the county road from Sheepscot to Damariscotta, as near where the road parts, as there can be found a convenient spot for said Meetinghouse to stand on:” This appears to be the meeting house in use when Kiah Bayley arrived in Newcastle. It was voted to pay Bayley a salary of one hundred pounds per year. Hamlin writes that this translates to the sum of roughly four hundred dollars. To balance the difference in pounds and dollars, sixty-six dollars and sixty-seven cents was added to his salary. He was to be given three or four weeks each year to travel to visit relatives and friends. The Town also built him and Abigail a house. A “settlement” of one hundred pounds was allocated for this purpose. Hamlin writes, “Mrs. Bayley was well along in a pregnancy when she boarded a small coaster at Newburyport and arrived in Newcastle, Nov. 4, 1797.” 
          On March 6, 1798, when Abigail was 42 years old, she was delivered of twin boys. But things were not right. One of the boys died when he was 14 days old and the second followed in a week. They are buried in the old Bryant cemetery on the shore of the Damariscotta River. 
         The house was completed by the fall of 1798. This house, which still stands, is on the River Road overlooking Damariscotta River. It is a large, square, two-story residence with center chimney. According to Cushman, The Rev. Christopher Tappan came to the area in 1733 and surveyed his lots in the Sheepscot area. He gave two lots, one to the first settled minister and one to the inhabitants of Sheepscot as a parsonage. Bayley apparently preferred the lot on the Damariscotta side of the town. Tappan did donate a pastoral wood lot and it was here that the town’s folks turned out to cut wood for Bayley and haul the many cords to his house. In Bayley’s generation everyone needed to be a farmer and he was no exception. He planted a garden and raised food to help with expenses. 
         According to Hamlin, Bayley began his ministry at the new meeting house halfway between the east and the west. Bayley was a stern minister. He found dancing contrary to his church policy. Card playing was also sinful. Although his congregation was very small when he came, through the years he built it up to a total of 85 members. It seems the people, in general, like Bayley. Many named their children for him and his wife Abigail. It is assumed, as there is few notices of problems in the church that the Rev. Bayley sought out, to reason privately, with any member of his flock whom he felt had strayed. 
         In the 26 years Kiah Bayley stayed in Newcastle he was active in other affairs. He was on the College Board of Overseers at Bowdoin College and was on the Maine Missionary Society Board. For one year he was a member of the Great and General Court in Boston. As probably the only college educated man in the area he was called on often to draw up wills, help with land surveys and advise on many legal matters. The pastor was the principle person for advice on school matters. Kiah Bayley had not been in Newcastle long before he was leading a movement for an academy. Perhaps the two things he is most remembered for were the founding of an academy, which would become Lincoln Academy and his influence in starting the Maine Charity School, which became the Bangor Theological Seminary in Bangor. Records show that Abigail Bayley worked with her husband to help him any way she could. 
         Basic education in Maine was very weak. A child would probably attend school for two or three months in the winter to learn the 3 R’s. Higher education was needed. Cushman writes, “The earliest paper that I have been able to find, relating to this enterprise” for Lincoln Academy is a “paper drawn up for the purpose of buying a ‘piece of land’ on which to erect an Academy.” This was about 1800. The importance of his work with Lincoln Academy is shown by the fact that the school was located on the River Road near his house in order for him to be available to supervise. It as Kiah Bayley who gave the formal address on opening day, Oct. 1, 1805. Lincoln Academy accepted girls from the start. The lone teacher and many students from neighboring towns boarded with the Bayleys. A dormitory was built for the girls next to the Bayley home. The photograph is of the house built for Kiah Bayley with the attached dormitory. [As a side note, we all know that the school building burned in 1828 and the school moved to what is now Academy Hill. But this was long after the Bayleys had left the area.] 
          The Charter for the Maine Charity School was approved on Feb. 28, 1814. To support the Missionary Work at the Maine Charity Society in Hampden. Bayley felt it was important for young people studying for the ministry to have a school where they could prepare for the pulpit. He was one of its first Trustees and took many a trip to Hampton to work with the new organization. Abigail formed a “Cent Society” of young ladies where they set aside a cent a week toward its support. In 1821 the Society moved to Bangor and became the Bangor Theological Seminary. 
          And then, in 1823, at a town meeting on May 10, 1823, Kiah Bayley was voted out of his position as Minister of the Gospel in Newcastle. Nothing I have read makes it clear why this was done. One can only guess at the varied currents of public opinion and prejudice and the turn of events that caused Kiah Bayley to resign his pastorate and leave town. But he did. The Bayleys stayed at their home in Newcastle until June of 1824 and then, he at 54 and she at 68, left town never to return. 
         Kiah and Abigail Bayley settled in Vermont in the Greensboro – Hardwick area. His father and brothers now lived in Hardwick. Kiah received a call to be the pastor in Greensboro. For a few years he occupied the pulpit in Thornton, N.H. but he and Abigail returned, once again, to the Greensboro-Hardwick area where the Bayleys bought a house next to one of his brothers. At some time, prior to 1846, the Bayleys moved in with Judith Bartlett Porter. She had been a girl of 18 when the Bayleys left Newcastle and she had moved with them. She later married James Porter. Mrs. Porter cared for the Bayleys in her home in their old age. Abigail died there on March 18, 1846. Mrs. Porter nursed Kiah in his last illness. He died on Aug. 17, 1857. He was 87 years old. He is buried beside is beloved Abigail in Hardwick, Vt. Vol. 131 - No. 31 
