Joseph Shattuck’s Ledger Book
By Arlene Cole   
    The Newcastle Historical Society had recently been given a Ledger book compiled by J.B. Shattuck during the years of about 1922 to about 1936, although there are entries as late as the 1950’s. This book was presented to the Society by Mr. Shattuck’s daughter, Ava Shattuck Keene, of Bremen, and includes some pictures and loose documents found in the book. 
      J.B. Shattuck was Joseph B., a son of Wilmot and Ann Eliza Hatch Shattuck. The Shattuck family, were early residents of Maine. Levi Shattuck and his wife Margaret Robbins came from Pepperall, Mass. and settled on Jeremisquam (now Westport Island). Their son David was born in 1774 on Westport Island and married Ruth Mahony. He is listed as a “mill man” by Christine Huston Dodge in her records. It was their son, also David, who was the first Shattuck to come to Newcastle. David, Jr. was born in 1806 and married Mercy Greenleaf. He bought from Joseph Cargill for $500, land with a sawmill and privileges, a mill house and millpond, a tide mill and the right of way to said premises, “always shutting the gates or bars.” 
      David’s land bordered on the Marsh River and Deer Meadow Brook. If one travels from Rt. 1 along the Sheepscot Rd. to Sheepscot Village one can see the Shattuck Mill Rd. This was the area that David bought into and here he had his sawmill, had a tide mill and made bricks and carried on his business. David’s son, Wilmot was born in Newcastle and married Ann Eliza Hatch. They were the parents of Joseph (J.B.) Shattuck whose record book the Newcastle Historical Society now has. 
      Joseph Shattuck was born on May 18, 1877 in Newcastle. He attended school on the Sheepscot Rd. The schoolhouse was small but had an upstairs room where the neighbors would gather to dance. The building still stands and is now a private home. Joseph married Marcia Vivian Parker on Nov. 25, 1915. Joseph was a farmer and a mill man. He carefully kept his records in a ledger, which tells much about what he did, prices and times. Joseph Shattuck had a mill and sawed lumber. The picture was taken at his sawmill. To the left is the log ready to be sawed; next the unsquared board lies, waiting to have its rough edges cut off. Shattuck sold some of his lumber to the Bath Box Company and as their company made wooden boxes; much of their lumber was bought unsquared. The fellow in the picture would be the roller. Undoubtedly he is holding his rolling hook. In front of him is the track and the carriage can be seen in the distance. The sawyer’s favorite, the receeder and other features can be recognized by folks familiar with this type of mill. To the right of the picture is a pile of slabs and edgings. 
      Joseph Shattuck’s mill was on what is known as the Indian Trail Rd. and was portable so he could move it to lumber lots he was to saw. When people came into Newcastle, the mill sites on the rivers were of utmost importance for that constituted their power. Later mills were run by steam, and then by a gasoline or diesel engine and today, most are run by electric power. By the time Joseph Shattuck was running his mill, steam engines had been perfected and the waterpower that made his location on the River so important was no longer needed. We can be sure Shattuck had a steam engine to power his mill in the 1920’s as he hired a “fireman” whose duty it was to keep the steam up. 
      Shattuck had a business card which read, “J.B. Shattuck, Manufacturer of and Dealer in pine, hemlock and oak lumber, soft and hard wood, Newcastle, Me.” 
      Millwork was hard. Mr. Shattuck would get up in the morning, milk his cows, pack his lunch and head for the mill for a long day. Joseph was a sawyer at his mill but he apparently did not saw all the time. His ledger for May 30, 1922 shows expenses for a sawyer on the “Light Lot”. At the close of the day, Shattuck would return to his farm for the night milking and the chores. 
      Joseph Shattuck bought standing trees to saw into lumber. For example in 1926 he “surveyed” on Warren Gray Farm and bought 10,585 feet of logs at $2.50 per thousand. One year from Jan. to April (no year given) he shipped to the Bath Box Co. Frank Lewis did the hauling. Frank Lewis did a lot of hauling for Shattuck. He is noted as hauling 1” hemlock, white birch and he hauled lumber to the mill to be edged. Frank Clark, Norman Campbell and Sam Tibets also hauled lumber for him. 
        In 1922 he paid his sawyer $5, his fireman $3, his marker $3.50 and his roller $2.50 per day. For hauling out and sticking lumber he paid a man $2.50 per day. He paid $4.34 on Sept. 25, 1926 to team and man hauling wood.
