History of Sheepscot Bridge
By Tracy L. Verney
        In 1764 Job Averill obtained a license for a ferry across the Sheepscot River.  During the May session of the Massachusetts Legislature on June 22, 1793 an act was passed for the purpose of building a bridge over the Sheepscot River in Lincoln County and for supporting the same, at Averill's Ferry, between the towns of Pownalborough and Newcastle.  OnJune 22, 1894 the bridge linking Newcastle and Alna became toll free.  This old bridge was really two bridges separated by a small island, each structure within it's own draw.  By raising the surface of the new bridge nearly five feet, the draws was eliminated.  In August 1947 work started on the new bridge and the Sheepscot bridge was open to traffic in the Summer of 1948.  On October 3, 2005 The Sheepscot Bridge was officially closed to rebuild a new bridge.  As in 1894 and 1947 and again on October 3, 2005 it was a time of celebration and gathering on the bridges, as has been a long standing tradition.  On July 14, 2006 the villagers of both Alna and Sheepscot came together for a “Bridge Opening Party”.  It was a day for looking back on the history of Sheepscot Bridge, standing on the present and looking into the future.
