Colby & Gale, Inc. of Damaris-
cotta made a very generous dona-
tion of a 21,000 BTU Rinnai pro-
pane heater to heat the Taniscot
Fire Engine Company Museum
located on Main Street. Included
in their donation was the com-
plete installation of the heating
system. Because of this donation,
precious artifacts, including or#
-akind documents, photographs,
and the antique fire engine pum-
per, will not suffer deterioration
caused by winter temperature
fluctuations. The cost of propane
is being paid by the Newcastle
Historical Society and the Fire
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of heating the building. The
temperature fluctuations
would have severely harmed
the museumés cag
reat p, rtn rshl as begun
\%/th Ga el?ér%d th%J wne
Newcastle Historical Society.
We thank Colby & Gale for
what they have done to help
preserve the history of New-
castle. People in the area have
wonderful things to donate to
the museum. Now they do
not have to hesitate, for we

Engine Company.

Forrest Hunt, vice president of
the historical society, was instrumen-
tal in acquiring the donation. He said,
OWe are so please
of Colby & Gale realized our need
and were willing to make such a
wonderful donation. Without this
donation we would not have had
heat in the museum this winter. The
society believes that this building,
occupied by the Taniscot Fire Engine
Company since 1876, has never been
without heat. The society and the now have heat in the museum
Fire Company, together with Colby

thanks to Col by

& Gale, are carrying out the tradition

COLBY&GALE

Celebrating over 60 years of serving the community.

DINSMORE -FLYE
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Computerized scanning at a hig
resolution of the over 80,000 nega-|
tives in the Dinsmorerlye Photo-
graphic Collection is in progress.
After each negative is scanned, infqr
mation is also entered in a databas
so that users can not only look up
negative/photo by name but by ye
and by any other information the
Newcastle Historical Society has o
that photo.

Every other we
rqphot odé i s plinbolni s}
County Newsp that local residents
can help in the identification and lefjd
information about the photos. Re-
] sponse from readers has been phe|

q
0::‘lnomenatl.
i Volunteers are needed to assis|

in the scanning of negatives. If you
epq think this may interest you, please

contact us at 568233.
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TELEPHONE COMESTO NEWCASTLE

Ellis Nash brought telephone
service to Newcastle in 1897.
Nash was born in Warren on
July 20, 1873, the son of
Henderson and Rachel Wade
Nash. ElIl'i s Nas
engineer on the Knostincoln
Railroad, which ran between
Rockland and Baih50 miles. A
position as telegraph operator
opened up for $32.50 a month
when Ellis Nash was in high
school, so he left high school and
took the job. This job was at the

station in Newcastle.

A friend in Rockland gave
Nash a telephone. He studied it,
built one of his own, and took a
correspondence school course
on the subject. At work he
would talk with his friend in
Rockland using the telegraph
lines.

Ellis Nash married Lillian A.
Albee of Alna on October 9,
1895. She was 23 and a
schoolteacher. He was 22 and
still a telegraph operator. They
set up housekeeping in
Newcastle. His home was just
around the corner from the
station. Nash strung a wire
through the trees to his house
so he could talk with his wife.
Soon other people heard about
this convenience. Both Dr.

By Arlene Cole

William Parsons and the Fiske
House wanted telephones of

their own.
As more and more people

received service Mr. Nash built a
a nMr .

h homemade switchboard in his

kitchen, and Mrs. Nash tended it.

It was moved to the Lincoln
Block and later to a building he

owned on the south side of Main

Street in Damariscotta.

In 1897 the Nash Telephone
Company was formed. Mr. Nash

was his own troubleshooter in
the early years and would drive
along the lines looking for
problems. People from the
outlying villages wanted
telephones. Harold B. Clifford
writes in Maine and Her People
that oORound
telephones, and Mr. Nash got
permission from the selectmen
to put up poles along the
highway. Bristol, South Bristol,
Pemaquid, and Nobleboro
wanted telephones. The Nash
Company bought 500 poles in

Mattawamkeag, had them hauled

to Bangor, and sent a schooner
to bring them to Damariscotta.

Crossarms, wires, insulators, and

telephone sets

By about 1900 Nash was so

busy he had to decide whether

Pon

he was to stay as a telegraph
operator or continue with his
telephone business. He decided
on the telephone business, and
the rest is history. Until 1900
Nashés firm
company, with no way to make
calls outside the area. That year
he signed an agreement with the
New England Company, which
connected his company so his
customers could make toll calls.
When Ellis Nash sold his
telephone company in 1953 it
had 1700 users. The company

has gone through several owners | -

and is now owned by Tidewater
Telecom, Inc.

The Nashes moved to
Damariscotta, where they lived
dne%tg hh§ Bea%tist.Ch.urch, but
they remained active in the
Congregational Church in
Newcastle. He served in the
Maine State Legislature and was
active locally all of his life. Mrs.
Nash had her own clothing store
and was one of the women who
started the Lincoln Home as a
project of the
later years they spent much of
their time in Florida, where he
died on December 24, 1970,

Wfhénthe Wall §7 Gard Sic? Fhe O ’ :

Nashes had been married 75
years at the time of his death.

NEWCASTLE SHIP WRECKS IN FLORIDA

On the morning of June 25,
1859, the shipndian Huntewas
sailing to Liverpool, England
with 3,700 bales of cotton from
Mobile, Alabama. It ran onto a
reef at Pickles Reef, Florida, and
the vertical sides that curve
inward to form the bottom of
the ship were severely damaged
It began to take in water from
the Gulf of Mexico, and within
40 minutes it was sunk. Captain
Austin said that he attributed
the o0l oss of hi
cur r e n tNew Yark Tirhes
reported on July 28 that she
osettled on her
a shoal under her lee and in a

very dangerous
Two wrecking schooners

By Edmée Déjean

arrived three days after the ship
sank and began removing the
cargo, according to Elwood
Walter, Esquire, who was
Secretary to the Board of
Underwriters. After about a

month the men had salvaged
$91,076 of cargo, or about 37% of

Indian Hunteand Captain Wood
departing the city. It was noted in
The Argysa Melbourne, Australia
newspaper, on May 18, 1857, that
on May 16 the ship was in the

harbor, having sailed from London.

it. The
wreckers were
paid $33,852.
On July 23
about 3,080
bales of cotton

were sold in New York City.

The Indian Huntewas built in
Newcastle, Maine. A New
Orleans, Louisiana, newspapke,
Courrier de la Louisiainean ad
listed on January 11, 1811, the
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