By Arlene Cole
EARLY LINCOLN ACADEMY

Education in early Newcastle was almost non-existent. In fact, it was lacking in much of the Province of Maine. Early settlers came for fishing along the coast, harvesting the forests and trading with the Indians. Ava Harriett Chadbourne writes in her The History of Education in Maine "The ravages of Indian warfare checked for a century the advance of the fertilizing power of commerce, tillage and education.

It was after the defeat of France in 1763 and, especially, after the Revolutionary War, that Maine came into its own in education. This influence came about because of the influx of veterans and their families, mostly of English background and Puritan ethics, from Massachusetts and New Hampshire.

After the Revolutionary Period, Academies became the secondary schools in Maine. Hallowell Academy, 1791, was the first academy incorporated in the district of Maine. Lincoln Academy was number 6, incorporated in 1801. A petition was sent to the Massachusetts General Court and the Court granted the school founders the Lincoln Academy Charter on February 23, 1801.

The Rev. David Quimby Cushman in his The History of Ancient Sheepscot and Newcastle writes that the first section of the charter enacts: "That there be, and hereby is established, in the town of Newcastle, in the county of Lincoln, an Academy by the name of the Lincoln Academy, for the purpose of promoting piety, religion and morality, and instructing youth in such of the liberal arts and sciences as the trustees shall direct." This gives Newcastle the distinction of having one of the oldest institutions of learning in the State of Maine.

Samuel Nickels is given the credit for starting the process toward an academy. He and fifty-seven others subscribed in Newcastle a total of $1226. Bristol, Boothbay, Nobleboro and New Milford (Alna) brought the subscription up to $3,023. Other subscribers included men from Bath, Edgecomb, Georgetown and Henry Knox from Thomaston. Thus the sum of $3000 required by the legislature, to be raised by private subscription, before receiving State aid, was realized.

According to Chadbourn, the purpose of the subscription was for "buying a piece of land near Damariscotta Bridge," on which "to erect an academy" and "for erecting the same." The Legislature assigned half a township of land from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the use of the Academy. The Trustees did not like the half township of land offered them as it was so remote they felt it would be too long before it would be settled and thus produce capital.

Instead of the wild land, they asked for the "Gore." This was Hibbert's Gore, which lies between the Plymouth and Waldo patents and borders the town of Jefferson. (See "Whose Land Was Gored: A footnote to the Lincoln Academy Land Grant" by R.D. Tompkins. A copy is in the Taniscot Museum.) This change was approved and the trustees proceeded to sell the land in the Gore to raise money.

In April 1802 the town was asked, but refused, to give any money for building an Academy. Trustees also asked the Town for the acre of land where the 'old Meeting house' stood. This should not be confused with the meetinghouse that was erected on Hopkins Hill in 1844 but was an earlier meetinghouse located near the home of Col. George Barstow (1753 - 1808). The town refused to give the land and a lot was procured from Alexander Little, on the River Rd. This was at the corner of the River Rd. and the old road from Sheepscot, which is no longer a road. This old road had followed essentially, the old Walter Phillips cart path. According to Cushman this is also the area of the "Carrying place" of the Indians when they went from the Sheepscot River to the Damariscotta River. It was an "old direct, easy tract, from one river to the other." When the settlers came they followed this Indian trail and put their County road there.

Alexander Little, essentially, donated the land. His deed, which was not signed until April 4, 1820, reads in part that he "in consideration of my good will to the Lincoln Academy and of twenty dollars paid by the Treasurer of said Academy" conveys the land to the school, "so long as the Academy is continued upon it." The land contained two acres. It had already had the academy built on the land and school had been going for some years. The deed mentions the line was about ten feet east of the "Academy building."

At this time, this was a good location as it was nearly across the road from the Kiah Bayley house (see April 6, 2006 in LCN) Bayley was very involved with the school from the beginning. He had drawn up the subscription paper, was a Trustee and its second treasurer. He delivered the Dedicatory Discourse for the opening and living nearby, could keep a constant check on the school. Attached to Bayley's house was a two-story boarding house for students and faculty members. Many of the female scholars that attended Lincoln academy boarded with the Bayleys.

The academy building was of two stories and "commodious" but there are not drawings or pictures. In 1803 Enoch Perkins and Robert Robinson furnished timber for $55.32. This was probably for the frame. In March Joseph Jackson sold 2000 feet of clear boards for $32 and Charles Clark was paid $35.55 for 2000 feet of clear boards and for "drawing them." Cushman goes on to say the lock and handle for the door was $3.75 and for six bushels of hair, $1.29 was expended. It seems the building took about three years to build, as the stove was not purchased until November of 1895. It cost $68.60. 

School started on Oct. 1, 1805 with 40 scholars. Lincoln Academy, from the beginning, accepted both male and female students. Chadbourn writes that the tuition for the first term was $1.50. There seems to have been three terms. The second term began Jan. 1806 and continued until May. The third term began May 22 and continued until Sept. 4.

We have no record of the classes taught at early Lincoln Academy but in Hallowell, in 1791, English, Latin, Greek and French languages were taught. Writing arithmetic, the art of speaking, geometry, logic, philosophy and geography were also taught. Books varied in the several academies but according to Chadbourne, Murray's Grammar, Colburn's Arithmetic and Morse's Geography were favorite books in the academies in the state.

At first there were no graduating exercises, so there are no records as to how many students completed the required course. This seems to have been the policy for years. According to the present records at Lincoln Academy, the first formal graduation did not take place until 1878 with nine students in the graduating class.

From 1805 to 1828 classes were held in this Lincoln Academy building on the River Rd. Then in 1828 the building was completely destroyed by fire. Plans got underway immediately to rebuild but in that 23 years, the pattern of growth in the village had changed and it was decided to move closer to the larger settlements at Damariscotta, Newcastle and Damariscotta Mills. Land was purchased from John Glidden, Jr.

According to the deed, dated June 2, 1828 the Trustees paid Glidden $100 for his land on the road leading from Damariscotta Bridge to Damariscotta Mills. Glidden made one condition in his sale. The deed reads "provided said Trustees cause said Lincoln Academy to be established and maintained on said lot of land and that they keep it fenced out with a sufficient fence and should said Institution be removed therefrom said lot is to revert to myself or my heirs." The Academy started to rise on what has become Academy Hill.
	


