Bayshore Garage and Machine Shop
By Arlene Cole 
       On Fri., March 8, 1963, black smoke could be seen for miles as it billowed up over the former Bayshore Garage and Machine Shop building on the Bay at Damariscotta Mills. This building was located on Rt. #215 in Newcastle, just south of the railroad crossing. The fire was so intense it endangered the house next door and burned a section of a 50 pair cable, putting 151 subscribers of the Nash Telephone Company out of service. 
        The wooden building, which was burned to the ground, had been the business of Alfred Wikstrom, who lived across the road from the fire. Alfred Wikstrom, who was a native of Riga, Latvia, had come from New Jersey where he was manager of a bus company. He bought land at the Mills. The deed, dated March 26, 1923 and recorded in the Registry of Deeds at Wiscasset, reads in part: “Frank H. Hammond to Alfred Wikstrom of New York City … Beginning on Damariscotta Salt Bay adjoining land of the late Joseph Mulligan, now Wellington Clark, thence north 65 degrees west by land of said Clark 74¼ rods to a stone wall and SE corner of swamp field, so called, thence S 16 degrees W 25 rods to a stake and stone, thence S 65 degrees E 8½ rods to said Salt Bay, thence N. by Bay to first mentioned bound, together with the following personal property now in the building on the herein before described real estate, viz.; one riding buggy, one farm wagon, one sleigh, one smelt camp. One range, one oil stove, screen doors and all small tools.” 
       Mr. Wikstron probably came to Maine about that time and to house his garage and machine shop, he purchased the old Newcastle Town House. This building, which was located near the junction of the Sheepscot Road and the Indian Trail, had been started in 1788 for a church. The Rev. David Quimby Cushman writes about the church and its problems in his The History of Ancient Sheepscot and Newcastle in great detail. Let me just say the church did not work out and the Town of Newcastle took over the building in 1795. It was used for years for Town meetings and business. Frank M. Lincoln wrote to The Lincoln County News in a “Letter to the Editor” dated March 17, 1963. He called the area where the Town House was located as, then, the center of the Town. He wrote, “On Sundays, my grandfather and his sisters, used to walk down to the church (from their home on Rt. #215). They went barefooted until nearly there to save wear on their shoes.” Later, when Frank Lincoln was drafted into World War I, he walked to the building to get his classification in the draft. 
        But, the center of population moved toward the Damariscotta bridge area and the town meetings and affairs were held in that village. The old church became merely a landmark. At the annual town meeting in March 1923, Newcastle voted to sell the “old town house”. Information I have from a “Keepsake Album” by Joseph Shattuck, and now owned by his daughter Ave Shattuck Keene verifies this date. No satisfactory bids were received for the building until Alfred Wikstrom offered $50 for it. Even then, $50 was not a big sum for a building in fair repair, big enough to accommodate 300 people, but the bid was accepted. “The Town Fathers considered that a going industry was worth more than an old church doing nothing.” Mr. Wikstrom moved the building to his new lot on the Bay at Damariscotta Mills, a distance of about four miles. It is not certain how this was done. Frank Lincoln writes the building was “taken down and moved by John Deserve. The only change being in the roof.” Other sources merely say the “building was moved to its new location.” 
        At a later date, Lincoln writes, Alfred Wikstrom purchased the Damariscotta Mills Maine Central Railroad station and had it moved and attached to his garage and machine shop to be used as an office. The station “was comparatively new” and had been built by the late George Oliver. The photo shows the typical railroad station roof line on the section of the building to the left. 
        Alfred Wikstrom did general machine work. My husband George went there for items he wanted machined. I only remember being in the building once. I remember it as having large and interesting machines, all making lots of noise. The work included such items as v-pulleys, propeller shafts for boats and phone plugs. During World War II the shop was busy manufacturing small components for the federal government. Mr. Wikstrom retired after the war. 
        On the front page of The Lincoln County News for October 27, 1949, it was announced there was a “New Rug Industry at Newcastle”. Mrs. Clyde Strong told the Congregational Club the story of this new venture. It was The Pine Tree Rug & Accessories Co., Inc., and she showed some of the products developed for this business by her father, Eugene F. Clark. The location of this new business was a building next to the Bay Shore Machine Shop on the Bay in Damariscotta Mills. Mr. Clark had invented a rug-braiding machine, which he had patented, and it was now in use at the new shop. Mr. Clark had been active in the rug business for some time, but had recently retired to this area and started The Pine Tree Rug Company. He was its president and Alfred Wikstrom was its vice president. I have no information on how long or how successful the rug company turned out to be but at the time of the fire in 1963, the machine shop building was being used by Damariscotta Industries Company. 
       The Damariscotta Industries Company was a woodworking business, a subsidiary of Tenterprises, Inc of this area. Charles Adams was president and Judge Arthur Nissen was vice president. According to The Lincoln County News, the company had recently obtained two contracts, one from the Esquire Shoe Polish Company for several thousand boxes to be manufactured from rock maple and a New York Publishing House for a toy train to be sold, packaged with a juvenile book. At the time of the fire, final samples of the shoe polish box had been sent to Esquire and 5000 trains were nearly completed for the New York Company. The stock was partially insured. 
       In an open letter to the public, Charles Adams, writing for the company, called it a “black Friday” with the destruction of the business, just when it was really rolling into production. It was a personal loss to the ten members of Tenterprises, Inc. and likewise, a loss to Alfred Wikstrom in the loss of his building. 
       The billowing smoke attracted many motorists and traffic was snarled until state troopers came. Newcastle, Nobleboro and Damariscotta fire companies responded and prevented the fire from spreading to the Herbert Russell house, which was only a few yards away. Volunteers moved Mr. Wikstrom’s car from the garage at the time of the fire. A pile of ashes, a cement slab and a chimney were all that was left of the once Town House and the Nobleboro Railroad Station buildings. The cause of the fire was never determined.
